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            Herbert Hoover, our 31st president, once said, “Older men declare war, but it is youth that must fight and die.  And it is youth who must inherit the tribulation, the sorrow, and the triumphs that are the aftermath of war.”  Those words ring as clearly in my head as the liberty Bell rang for this very nation many years ago.  Everything I treasure: my family, my friends, my life, wouldn’t be the same if it hadn’t been for the veterans who jeopardized their lives in the name of autonomy.

            That ultimate sacrifice made by those courageous young men and women who fought not just for the well being of the world, or our nation, but for each and every person that resides in this country, are commemorated till this very day.

            Like many other people living in the U.S.A., I too took freedom for granted.  But my perspective on the matter changed one Veteran’s Day when my class talked about the Vietnam War, the war in Iraq, and saw pictures of the shocking conditions these soldiers had to endure.  We also read letters that were written by those soldiers, talking about the adversities they were facing, and how much they missed their families, of how eager they are to see their newborn baby boy or girl.  Through their words, I realized the true value of freedom and how much people in this world were willing to give up for it; I was also able to build great respect for the heroes who put their lives at stake for our liberty.

            Ever since, I cherish freedom as a gift.  Every day that I am presented with a decision to make, I am thankful that I possess the choice to make that decision.  Some of the choices that I have made, and that I will make in the near future will alter my life tremendously.  But, I am obliged that I live in a country where it is a right granted to the people to make the decisions that will shape their own lives.  I am forever in debt and thankful to those who risked their lives, and to those who lost someone dear to them just so that I could make the decisions that I now make freely on a daily basis.

            This nation would not be near as great as it is now if it hadn’t been for those noble young men and women who risked their lives for it.  So, each day that I’m alive, I prize that gift of freedom, and in remembrance of the American heroes; our veterans, I offer my thanks and gratitude.

