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WASHINGTON, DC -- Associated Builders and Contractors (ABC) today named U.S. Rep. Sam Johnson (R-Texas), chairman of the House Committee on Education and the Workforce’s Subcommittee on Employer-Employee Relations, as the association’s Free Enterprise Legislator of the Year.  
Each year, ABC honors a member of Congress during its Legislative Conference whose service to the public parallels the ideals upon which ABC was founded: the principles of full and open competition and the advancement of the free market system.
“Chairman Johnson’s strong support for merit shop construction is obvious,” said Carole L. Bionda, ABC 2004 national chair.  “Last summer and again this spring, Chairman Johnson helped secure approval of legislation that would allow association health plans (AHPs), one of ABC’s top priorities.  He has also authored and advocated for legislation that would ban project labor agreements, and has held hearings to shed light on salting abuse and union violence.”
Johnson was first elected to the House of Representatives in 1991.  Johnson spent nearly seven years as a prisoner of war in Vietnam after his F-4 fighter plane was shot down in 1966.   Upon his return to the U.S., Johnson established a successful home-building business and served in the Texas legislature.
More than 400 ABC members from across the nation are in Washington, D.C., June 8-9, to attend ABC’s 2004 Legislative Conference, which will feature presentations by numerous top-ranking members of Congress.  
###

Editors Note: Associated Builders and Contractors (ABC) is a national association representing 23,000 merit shop construction and construction-related firms in 80 chapters across the United States.  For more news and information, visit ABC’s website, www.abc.org.
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